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25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stronger than men.26 “For you see your calling,
brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty,
not many noble, are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things
of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak
things of the world to put to shame the things which are

mighty; 28 and the base things of the world and the things which are
despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to
nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His
presence. 30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption— 31 that, as it is written, “He who glories, let him glory in
the Lord.”
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11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to
conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was
past the age, because she judged Him faithful
who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man,
‘and him as good as dead, were born as many as
the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as |
the sand which is by the seashore.
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' 7 The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose
you because you were more in number than any |

‘ other people, for you were the least of all

peoples; s but because the Lord loves you, and

' because He would keep the oath which He swore
to your fathers, the Lord has brought you out

with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the |

house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh \
king of Egypt.
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' 1>However, the report went around concerning Him all
the more; and great multitudes came together to hear, /
‘ and to be healed by Him of their infirmities.

‘ 2 and certain women who had been healed of evil
spirits and infirmities—Mary called Magdalene, out of
whom had come seven demons ‘
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> Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight

years. ® When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had
been in that condition a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be
made well?”

a9bThen they called the blind man, saying to him, “Be of good cheer.
Rise, He is calling you.” *® And throwing aside his garment, he rose and
came to Jesus. >t So Jesus answered and said to him, “What do you ‘

want Me to do for you?” The blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, that |
may receive my sight.”



“It is doubtful whether God can
bless a man greatly until he has
hurt him deeply.”
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3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort, * who comforts us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in

any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted |
by God. ° For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so

our consolation also abounds through Christ. ® Now if we are
afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effective for
enduring the same sufferings which we also suffer. Or if we are
comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. 7 And our hope for
you js steadfast, because we know that as you are partakers of the
sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation.
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4But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in

much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, in stripes, in
imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in sleeplessness, in fastings; © by
purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, |
by sincere love, 7 by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the
armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 8 by honour
and dishonour, by evil report and good report; as deceivers,

and yet true; ® as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold
we live; as chastened, and yet not killed; 1% as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,

and yet possessing all things.
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3. Dependence on the Holy Spirit

4. Carry on
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9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore most gladly | will rather |
' boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.




. | JONATHAN EDWARDS




10Then Moses said to the LORD, “O my Lord, | am not eloquent, neither before
nor since You have spoken to Your servant; but | am slow of speech and slow
of tongue.”

. 1150 the LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the
mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the LORD? 12 Now
therefore, go, and | will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall

1

| say.

13 But he said, “O my Lord, please send by the hand of whomever else You
may send.” )

14 S0 the anger of the LoRD was kindled against Moses, and He said: “Is not
‘ Aaron the Levite your brother? | know that he can speak well. And look, he is |
also coming out to meet you. When he sees you, he will be glad in his heart.
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( “For his letters,” they say, “are weighty and powerful, but his bodily
presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.” 2 Corinthians 10:10

“1 was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling”.
1 Corinthians 2:3

“Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God
is stronger than men.2® For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise )

according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are
called. 2’ But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame

‘ the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame
the things which are mighty” 1 Corinthians 1:25-27
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' No human being builds the church but Christ alone. Whoever
intends to build the church is surely well on the way to
destroying it; for he will build a temple to idols without wishing |
or knowing it. We must confess-he builds. We must proclaim—
he builds. We must pray to him-that he may build. We do not
know his plan. ‘We cannot see whether he is building or pulling ‘

down. It may be that the times which by human standards are
times of collapse are for him the great times of construction. It
may be that from a human point of view great times for the
church are actually times of demolition. It is a great comfort
which Christ gives to his church: you confess, preach, bear /
witness to me, and | alone will build where it pleases "
a2

Dietrich Bonhoffer
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7But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the

excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 8 We

. are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we
are perplexed, but not in despair; ° persecuted, but |
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed— 19 always

- carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that
the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. * For '
we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake,

' that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal !

flesh. 12So then death is working in us, but life in you.
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